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Pence breaks silence on election challenge

'Unprecedented allegations of voter fraud, violations'

In a statement issued hours after a group of senators announced they would
challenge the official certification of the results of the 2020 election, Vice
President Mike Pence said he supported the move.

The statement, released Saturday evening by Pence Chief of Staff Marc
Short, said that "Vice President Pence shares the concerns of millions of
Americans about voter fraud and irregularities in the last election."

“The Vice President welcomes the efforts of members of the House and
Senate to use the authority they have under the law to raise objections and
bring forward evidence before the Congress and the American people on
January 6th,” it added, according to The Hill.

Pence will preside over the joint session of Congress on Wednesday, which
should make things awkward for both Democrats and the GOP party
establishment.

The statement from 11 of the 12 GOP senators and senators-elect planning to
challenge the results said that the 2020 elect "featured unprecedented
allegations of voter fraud, violations and lax enforcement of election law,
and other voting irregularities."

The group is led by Texas Sen. Ted Cruz. Along with him, Sens. Marsha
Blackburn of Tennessee, Mike Braun of Indiana, Steve Daines of Montana,
Ron Johnson of Wisconsin, John Kennedy of Louisiana and James Lankford
of Oklahoma signed onto the statement.

https://www.wnd.com/author/wj/
https://www.wnd.com/category/front-page/politics/
https://www.wnd.com/category/front-page/us/
https://www.wnd.com/category/wire/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/pence-welcomes-efforts-of-lawmakers-to-raise-objections-to-electoral-college-results/ar-BB1cqnnm
https://www.westernjournal.com/ex-clinton-staffers-vile-attack-gop-sen-marsha-blackburn-inbred-racist-trash/


1/3/2021 Pence breaks silence on election challenge

https://www.wnd.com/2021/01/pence-backs-dirty-dozen-election-challenge-gains-even-momentum/ 2/8

The four senators-elect who signed on, who will be sworn in before the
certification, are Bill Haggerty of Tennessee, Cynthia Lummis of Wyoming,
Roger Marshall of Kansas and Tommy Tuberville of Alabama, according to
The Hill.

Sen. Josh Hawley of Missouri had already pledged to challenge earlier in the
week.

"The election of 2020, like the election of 2016, was hard fought and, in
many swing states, narrowly decided. The 2020 election, however, featured
unprecedented allegations of voter fraud, violations and lax enforcement of
election law, and other voting irregularities," the senators said in a joint
statement published on Cruz's website.
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"Voter fraud has posed a persistent challenge in our elections, although its
breadth and scope are disputed. By any measure, the allegations of fraud
and irregularities in the 2020 election exceed any in our lifetimes."

The group demanded that "Congress should immediately appoint an
Electoral Commission, with full investigatory and fact-finding authority, to
conduct an emergency 10-day audit of the election returns in the disputed
states" and declared that they "intend to vote on January 6 to reject the
electors from disputed states as not ‘regularly given' and ‘lawfully certified'
(the statutory requisite), unless and until that emergency 10-day audit is
completed."
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A 10-day audit would be completed before the constitutionally mandated
date of Jan. 20 for the next presidential inauguration.

The list of disputed states wasn't given in the statement. However, they
proposed the audit would be conducted by a commission that would
resemble the one assembled by Congress in the wake of the disputed 1876
election: Five House members, five senators and five Supreme Court
justices.

"We are not naïve. We fully expect most if not all Democrats, and perhaps
more than a few Republicans, to vote otherwise," the statement read. "But
support of election integrity should not be a partisan issue. A fair and
credible audit -- conducted expeditiously and completed well before January
20 -- would dramatically improve Americans' faith in our electoral process
and would significantly enhance the legitimacy of whoever becomes our next
President. We owe that to the People."

In Hawley's statement, issued Wednesday, the senator said that he "cannot
vote to certify the electoral college results on January 6 without raising the
fact that some states, particularly Pennsylvania, failed to follow their own
state election laws. And I cannot vote to certify without pointing out the
unprecedented effort of mega corporations, including Facebook and Twitter,
to interfere in this election, in support of Joe Biden. At the very least,
Congress should investigate allegations of voter fraud and adopt measures to
secure the integrity of our elections. But Congress has so far failed to act."

He also pointed out that Democrats have objected to the electoral vote in
both 2oo4 and 2016.

The group of objecting senators has been called the "dirty dozen" by many --
including former Missouri Sen. Claire McCaskill, whom Hawley defeated in
2018.

Claire McCaskill
@clairecmc
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A challenge to the Electoral College is a complicated thing -- and supporters
of President Donald Trump who are cheering the move ought to recognize
the relatively high unlikelihood that any substantive change to the 2020
election, much less a second term, is unlikely.

The certification process for the Electoral College is governed by the
Electoral Count Act of 1887, established after the aforementioned 1876
election. Under this process, if one senator and one House member object to
a state's electors, both houses will separately debate the matter and vote on
it. If both choose to reject the electors in question, the 12th Amendment then
comes into effect.

Since there's technically no winner in the Electoral College, under the 12th
Amendment, each state's House delegation votes on the president. Since
Republicans control more House delegations than Democrats, President
Trump would likely win that vote. (You'll need to know all this for the test.)

While House members have frequently objected to the electoral count if
their party lost -- Hawley forgot 2000, where House Democrats vigorously
opposed the certification of George W. Bush's win over Al Gore -- it's
unusual for a senator to join in the objection, as is necessary under the
Electoral Count Act.

It's only happened twice, according to a 2016 white paper by the
Congressional Research Service, and only once could it have substantively
changed the results of an election.

There are actually 12 Senators “pointing a loaded gun” at the 
heart of democracy. They should always be known as the 
#dirtydozen They all know better. They all know there is no 
evidence. They all know that every case was thrown out of 
court, even by Trump appointees.
2:22 PM · Jan 2, 2021

41.2K 11K people are Tweeting about this

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/3/15
https://www.westernjournal.com/watch-lara-trump-walks-host-donalds-path-victory-starting-jan-6/
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/RL/RL32717/12
https://twitter.com/hashtag/dirtydozen?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/clairecmc/status/1345450329115144199?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1345450329115144199%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westernjournal.com%2Fpence-backs-dirty-dozen-bid-block-biden-electors-prove-potus-won-election%2F
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1345450329115144199%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westernjournal.com%2Fpence-backs-dirty-dozen-bid-block-biden-electors-prove-potus-won-election%2F&tweet_id=1345450329115144199
https://twitter.com/clairecmc/status/1345450329115144199?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1345450329115144199%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westernjournal.com%2Fpence-backs-dirty-dozen-bid-block-biden-electors-prove-potus-won-election%2F


1/3/2021 Pence breaks silence on election challenge

https://www.wnd.com/2021/01/pence-backs-dirty-dozen-election-challenge-gains-even-momentum/ 5/8

In 1969, Rep. James O’Hara of Michigan and Sen. Edmund Muskie of
Maine, both Democrats, challenged an elector from North Carolina who was
supposed to cast his vote for Republican Richard Nixon but instead decided
to vote for segregationist Alabama governor and third-party candidate
George Wallace.

This wouldn't have changed the results of the election in any meaningful
way, since Nixon won the Electoral College vote 301-191 over the Democrat
nominee, Vice President Hubert Humphrey. Wallace got 46 electoral votes,
all from the Deep South. (Ironically, had the objection succeeded -- it didn't -
- it would have been helping Muskie's competition; the Maine senator was
Humphrey's running mate.)

A 2005 challenge, however, could have changed the election. Amid claims of
voting fraud in Ohio, the key state in deciding the 2004 election, Rep.
Stephanie Tubbs Jones of Ohio and Sen. Barbara Boxer of California, both
Democrats, lodged a challenge to the state's electors. The claims were thin
and based around conspiracy theories involving voting machines made by a
company called Diebold. The Senate rejected the objection by a vote of 74-1
and the House by 267-31.

In 2016, despite numerous House Democrats lodging objections to Trump's
win, none could find a senator to co-sign, according to Reuters.

It's difficult to predict what this produces other than to say that the chances
it will be a Trump win are slim. Much like the 11 senators and senators-elect
said in their Saturday statement, we shouldn't be naïve.

The Democrats control the House, which means it's unlikely a majority of it
will vote against electors under dispute. Meanwhile, Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell has done everything in his power to preclude a senator
signing on to a challenge by House Republicans, which means he'll definitely
be voting with Democrats on this matter -- and he won't be the only
Republican doing so.
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In a conference call with Republicans last week, Axios reported McConnell
told his caucus that. "I'm finishing 36 years in the Senate and I've cast a lot
of big votes ... [and] this is will be the most consequential I have ever cast."

"McConnell had previously urged senators not to force this vote, which he
believed would put Republicans up for re-election in 2022 in a horrible
position — forcing them to choose between defying the most popular
politician in the party, Donald Trump, and undermining democracy," the
outlet reported.

Even if the chances are nil that this succeeds, this still isn't undermining
democracy but making sure it works. The election crisis precipitated by the
COVID pandemic ended with ad hoc, taped-together solutions to the
problem. We're now told this all ran seamlessly and there's no reason to take
a closer look. In fact, some are even floating the idea of making this year's
model of mail-in voting permanent, all with no mention of states seeming to
ignore their own electoral laws, curiously low ballot rejection rates in key
states or terminally problematic voter rolls in battleground states.

Imagine if Trump had won under these rules, however. Then imagine how
many Democratic senators would be lining up to do the same thing these 12
Republicans are.

For conservatives, I beseech you to not be like Jim Carrey's character in
"Dumb and Dumber" -- who, when told by the object of his affections that
there's a "one in a million" opportunity for them to be together, eagerly
exclaims, "There's still a chance!"

The chance of success in the case of the 2020 election is better than one in a
million -- but not significantly better, with the House in Democrat hands and
McConnell and the Republican establishment vigorously opposing this
move. For a second Trump term, some kind of smoking gun would need to
be found.
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However, the ersatz system that was used in 2020 needs to be looked at with
a magnifying glass. There are too many legal and numerical irregularities to
let it pass by, particularly when there are those who think this is how we
should conduct our elections going forward.

If Mitch McConnell won't step up and provide support when necessary, at
least Mike Pence is willing to do the right thing.

This article appeared originally on The Western Journal.
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