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Can’t Make This Up: Vaccine Makers Pull Out of J.P. Morgan 

Healthcare Conference Due to COVID-19 Fears 
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You can’t make this up. 

Some of the most significant names in biotechnology, including Moderna and Amgen have 

pulled out of the upcoming J.P. Morgan Healthcare Conference in San Francisco due to 

COVID-19 concerns, according to an exclusive report from Stat News. 

The J.P. Morgan 40th Annual Health Care Conference will take place on January 10-13, 2022 at 

the Westin St. Francis in San Francisco, CA. According to its website, “this premier conference 

is the largest and most informative health care investment symposium in the industry which 

connects global industry leaders, emerging fast-growth companies, innovative technology 

creators and members of the investment community.” 

J. P. Morgan has insisted executives should attend the conference in person. This rule raised 

concerns from prominent drug companies including Moderna due to safety and travel concerns 

related to the Covid-19.  Moderna will only allow its executives to join the conference if it will 

be done virtually. 

Wow. 

Stat News reported: 

Some of the biggest names in biotechnology, including Amgen, Moderna, and Sarepta 

Therapeutics, have pulled out of the upcoming J.P. Morgan Healthcare Conference in San 

Francisco due to safety and travel concerns related to the Covid-19 pandemic, according to 
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people close to the companies. Additional biopharma companies are weighing whether to do the 

same. 

Giving up a spot at J.P. Morgan — and potentially offending the powerful bank — is no small 

decision, but the prospect of participating in what could become a superspreader event has 

forced companies into difficult conversations. 

Alnylam Pharmaceuticals, among the most influential companies in biotech, is “teetering” on 

pulling out of the conference, a spokesperson said. The company is giving J.P. Morgan until 

next week to allow for virtual presentations before deciding whether to back out entirely, 

according to Christine Lindenboom, Alnylam’s head of communications. 

Vertex Pharmaceuticals is having a similar internal debate, according to a person close to the 

company. 

Moderna has pulled out over the health risks of sending employees to the crowded hallways of 

J.P. Morgan’s cramped venue, the Westin St. Francis Hotel, according to a person close to the 

company. Like other biotech firms, Moderna would reconsider presenting at the conference if 

J.P. Morgan allowed its executives to attend virtually, the person said. 

Amgen decided to withdraw for the same reason as Moderna, confirmed a source at the 

company. 

Bowing to the pressure from big-name drug companies including Moderna, J.P. Morgan 

announced on Wednesday that it will hold its annual health care conference virtually. 

Stat News gave an update: 

The J.P. Morgan Healthcare Conference, biotech’s biggest annual conference, will be virtual, 

the bank said Wednesday, bowing to pressure from big-name drug companies that balked at an 

in-person meeting amid escalating cases of Covid-19. 

 “The health and safety of our clients and employees is of the utmost importance, and given the 

ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, we have made this decision,” J.P. Morgan said in an email to 

registered attendees, obtained by STAT. “We were not only hopeful to meet in-person but also 

understand how much this conference means to the San Francisco community, which we fully 

support.” 

The bank’s decision follows news that Moderna, Amgen, and other major biotech firms would 

forgo their coveted slots at the meeting in the name of health and safety. J.P. Morgan had 

previously insisted that any company wishing to present at its conference would have to send its 

executives to the Westin St. Francis Hotel, the meeting’s cramped annual venue. 

So the same company that is producing the vaccines is afraid to go out in public?  It 

doesn’t sound like they have much confidence in their vaccine, huh? 
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